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Prolate, an external one a Curtate, Cycloid.    The two latter varieties are sometimes called Trochoids.                                        Trochoids.
The general form of these curves will be seen in the annexed figures; and in what follows we shall confine our remarks to the cycloid itself, as of immensely greater consequence than the others. The next section contains a simple investigation of those properties of the cycloid which are most useful in our subject.
93. Lot A I! bo a, diameter of the generating (or rolling) circle, Properties BO the lino on which it rolls. jr? The points A and ./> describe similar and cqnaJ cycloids, of which AQC and ./W are portions. If FQR be a,ny subsequent position of the gc.uera.tin'n' circle, Q and 8 tho new positions of A a,nd R, /QZW is of course a ritfhl angle. If, thorc'ioiv, Qll be dnvwn parallel to Pti} PU is a, dia.mctcr
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